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Chapter 8
Formality and Reality in Shariʿa Court Records: Socio-Economic Relations in the Ṣāliḥiyya quarter in the Nineteenth Century
The main purpose of this chapter is to elucidate the socio-economic relationships of people in the Ṣāliḥiyya quarter of Damascus by examining six volumes of Ṣāliḥiyya court registers for the period 1290-95/1873-78.
As Chapter 7 shows, the purpose of the shariʿa court registers was to record the rights of individuals. People attended the court to record their rights in the registers and get deeds issued by the court. Registration required various kinds of court attendants for certification, and people had to have personal networks to certify their rights at registration and in lawsuits.
Shariʿa court registers contain ample economic data that have already been used for socio-economic studies. Most such studies focus only on notables and do not present data about the common people, yet they assume that the numerical data collected from the sources directly reflect real economic conditions.1 The goal here is to describe more fully the life and economy of the common people, using statistical data, and to elucidate the reality of socioeconomic relations around the shariʿa court.
In the nineteenth century, the Ṣāliḥiyya quarter is estimated to have comprised about 10,000 inhabitants out of a total population in Damascus of about 110,000, for it was responsible for 8.2% of the total city taxation in 1259-60/ 1843-44.2 The economic level of the inhabitants was high, similar to that of residents of the walled city center and the western suburbs, according to the 1 Dror Ze'evi points out that "the record discusses the case not as it actually unfolded but rather in terms consistent with legal doctrine and practice" (Ze'evi, " 
Sales and Leases
Sales were the most frequent transactions registered, about one third of the total (286 cases, 32.8%), This frequency shows that the inhabitants of the quarter continued to go to the shariʿa court to register a sale, even though an Ottoman decree of 1861 required that the sale of land be registered at the Land Tenure Office (Dāʾira Ṭābū).4 Lease contracts comprise 64 cases (7.3%, see Table 7 -1). Table 8 -1 shows the objects of sales and leases with their price and location. When a single document deals with the sale or lease of more than one object, we treat them here as separate cases, which makes the total number of sales and leases 336 and 69 respectively. Almost half of the objects of sale are houses (153 cases, 45.5%). Orchards are next in importance (133 cases, 39.6%), while there are only 23 cases (6.8%) concerning shops. Objects of sale in the Mīdān court register of the same period are first, 82 houses (71.3%), second, 16 shops (13.9%,), and third, 11 orchards (9.6%) (Table 8-2). As for the objects of leases, 51 orchards represent almost three-fourths (73.9%), and houses and shops are much fewer, eight and three cases respectively. Transactions at the Ṣāliḥiyya court, then, feature more orchards and fewer shops compared with those at the Mīdān court.
Houses
Sales contracts of houses usually involve the entire property (house and land lot), and comprise 131 cases (85.6% of the total). In a few cases, parts of a house were sold, not necessarily within the same family. In such sales, the right of way to the gate of the house was guaranteed.5 the Syrian authorities estimated the population of Damascus to be between 120,000 and 180,000 (Parliamentary Papers, 1880 [2537 , LXXXVIII: 747). 3 Establet and Pascual, Families et fortunes, Carte VI; Marino presents additional data from the latter half of the eighteenth century to show that the military in the Ṣāliḥiyya quarter left a larger estate for inheritance than in other quarters, whereas ordinary people left estates smaller than elsewhere (Marino, Le Faubourg du Mīdān, p. 169, tableau 25). 4 cf. ʿAbd al-ʿAzīz Muḥammad ʿAwaḍ, al-Idāra al-ʿUthmāniyya fi wilāyat Sūriyya 1864 -1914 (1969 
